
HOWARD SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT (HSCD) 
STANDARD SEDIMENT CONTROL NOTES 

 
1. A pre-construction meeting must occur with the Howard County Department of Public Works, 

Construction Inspection Division (CID), 410-313-1855 after the future LOD and protected areas are 
marked clearly in the field. A minimum of 48 hour notice to CID must be given at the following stages: 
 

a. Prior to the start of earth disturbance, 
b. Upon completion of the installation of perimeter erosion and sediment controls, but before 

proceeding with any other earth disturbance or grading,         
c. Prior to the start of another phase of construction or opening of another grading unit, 
d. Prior to the removal or modification of sediment control practices. 

 
Other building or grading inspection approvals may not be authorized until this initial approval by the 
inspection agency is made. Other related state and federal permits shall be referenced, to ensure 
coordination and to avoid conflicts with this plan. 
 

2. All vegetative and structural practices are to be installed according to the provisions of this plan and are 
to be in conformance with the 2011 MARYLAND STANDARDS AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR 
SOIL EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL, and revisions thereto. 
 

3. Following initial soil disturbance or re-disturbance, permanent or temporary stabilization is required 
within three (3) calendar days as to the surface of all perimeter controls, dikes, swales, ditches, 
perimeter slopes, and all slopes steeper than 3 horizontal to 1 vertical (3:1); and seven (7) calendar days 
as to all other disturbed areas on the project site except for those areas under active grading. 
 

4. All disturbed areas must be stabilized within the time period specified above in accordance with the 
2011 MARYLAND STANDARDS AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR SOIL EROSION AND 
SEDIMENT CONTROL for topsoil (Sec. B-4-2), permanent seeding (Sec. B-4-5), temporary seeding 
(Sec. B-4-4) and mulching (Sec. B-4-3). Temporary stabilization with mulch alone can only be applied 
between the fall and spring seeding dates if the ground is frozen. Incremental stabilization (Sec. B-4-1) 
specifications shall be enforced in areas with >15’ of cut and/or fill. Stockpiles (Sec. B-4-8) in excess 
of 20 ft. must be benched with stable outlet. All concentrated flow, steep slope, and highly erodible 
areas shall receive soil stabilization matting (Sec. B-4-6). 
 

5. All sediment control structures are to remain in place, and are to be maintained in operative condition 
until permission for their removal has been obtained from the CID. 
 

6. Site Analysis: 
 Total Area of Site:    _________ Acres 
 Area Disturbed:    _________ Acres 
 Area to be roofed or paved:   _________ Acres 
 Area to be vegetatively stabilized:  _________ Acres 
 Total Cut:     _________ Cu. Yds. 
 Total Fill:     _________  Cu. Yds. 
 Offsite waste/borrow area location:  ___________________ 
 

7. Any sediment control practice which is disturbed by grading activity for placement of utilities must be 
repaired on the same day of disturbance.                                                                    
 

8. Additional sediment control must be provided, if deemed necessary by the CID. The site and all 
controls shall be inspected by the contractor weekly; and the next day after each rain event. A written 
report by the contractor, made available upon request, is part of every inspection and should include: 



 
 Inspection date 
 Inspection type (routine, pre-storm event, during rain event) 
 Name and title of inspector 
 Weather information (current conditions as well as time and amount of last recorded 

precipitation) 
 Brief description of project’s status (e.g., percent complete) and/or current activities 
 Evidence of sediment discharges 
 Identification of plan deficiencies 
 Identification of sediment controls that require maintenance 
 Identification of missing or improperly installed sediment controls 
 Compliance status regarding the sequence of construction and stabilization requirements 
 Photographs 
 Monitoring/sampling 
 Maintenance and/or corrective action performed 
 Other inspection items as required by the General Permit for Stormwater Associated with 

Construction Activities (NPDES, MDE). 
 

9. Trenches for the construction of utilities is limited to three pipe lengths or that which can and shall be 
back-filled and stabilized by the end of each workday, whichever is shorter. 
 

10. Any major changes or revisions to the plan or sequence of construction must be reviewed and approved 
by the HSCD prior to proceeding with construction. Minor revisions may allowed by the CID per the 
list of HSCD-approved field changes. 
 

11. Disturbance shall not occur outside the L.O.D.  A project is to be sequenced so that grading activities 
begin on one grading unit (maximum acreage of 20 ac. per grading unit) at a time. Work may proceed 
to a subsequent grading unit when at least 50 percent of the disturbed area in the preceding grading unit 
has been stabilized and approved by the CID.  Unless otherwise specified and approved by the HSCD, 
no more than 30 acres cumulatively may be disturbed at a given time. 
 

12. Wash water from any equipment, vehicles, wheels, pavement, and other sources must be treated in a 
sediment basin or other approved washout structure. 

 
13. Topsoil shall be stockpiled and preserved on-site for redistribution onto final grade. 

 
14. All Silt Fence and Super Silt Fence shall be placed on-the-contour, or be imbricated at 25’ maximum 

intervals, with lower ends curled uphill by 2’ in elevation. 
 
15. Stream channels must not be disturbed during the following restricted time periods (inclusive): 

 Use I and IP March 1 - June 15 
 Use III and IIIP October 1 - April 30 
 Use IV March 1 - May 31 

�

16. A copy of this plan, the 2011 MARYLAND STANDARDS AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR SOIL 
EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL, and associated permits shall be on-site and available when 
the site is active. 
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